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FIRST LEGO League (FLL) is an international competition organized by FIRST for elementary 

and middle school students (ages 9–14 in the United States and Canada, 9–16 elsewhere). Each 

year in August, FIRST LEGO League introduces a scientific and real-world challenge for teams 

to focus and research on such as food safety, recycling, or energy.  The teams are challenged to 

develop a solution.  The 2017-2018 challenge is HYDRODYNAMICS.  The robotics part of the 

competition involves designing and programming LEGO Mindstorms robots to complete tasks. 

The students work out solutions to the various problems they are given and then meet for 

regional tournaments to share their knowledge, compare ideas, and display their robots.   

The Surry County School System has been participating in FIRST LEGO League for five years.  

Each middle school has three teams with up to ten members per team. Lisha High and Newell 

Hauser are coaches for Central Middle. Neelam Awan coaches the Pilot Mountain Middle teams. 

Karen Hodges is the Gentry Middle coach while Tammy Taylor serves as the coach for 

Meadowview Magnet Middle. 

Teams practice after school to prepare for a scrimmage competition, which includes Surry 

County, Elkin City, Yadkin County, and Mount Airy City Schools. After the scrimmage 

competition, these teams, plus other teams in the region, compete against each other in a North 

Carolina FIRST LEGO League Qualifier. Teams must place at the qualifier in order to move on 

to the state level. This year, Central Middle won the Programming Award and Gracious 

Professionalism Award.  Meadowview Magnet Middle School won the Core Values -Teamwork 

Trophy.  All three Meadowview teams - The Aquabots, The Water Warriors, and Hydration 

Nation - qualified at this level and will compete at the state level on Sunday, January 21 at North 

Carolina A&T University.  

Meadowview Magnet Middle School coach, Mrs. Tammy Taylor, received the Regional Coaches 

Award. This is the second regional win for Mrs. Taylor. In 2016, she was awarded the FLL State 

Coaches Award. 
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Since 2014, Meadowview school teams have advanced to the state competition. At state, there 

are 120 teams that compete for both brackets. Last year, The Wonderbots won the Core Values 

trophy out of 60 teams in bracket A. From the 160 teams at the state level, typically only 2-4 

teams advance to the national level.  

Each team at Meadowview consists of 6th, 7th, and 8th graders who work together. While 

several of the team members have participated in past years, seventeen of the thirty-team 

members are new to the FLL experience this year. The Aquabots, Water Warriors, and Hydration 

Nation are preparing for the competition in January by working on their programs for the Robot 

Run, redesigning their robots and attachments for the Robot Design, practicing their skit and 

redesigning their prototypes for the Project, and practicing their teamwork skills using 

coopetition and gracious professionalism (these are trademark terms by FLL) for the Core 

Values competition. It all adds up to tons of fun while they learn to apply science, technology, 

engineering, and math concepts (STEM), plus imagination, to solve a problem. 

When referring to her teams, coach Taylor states, “All three of my teams feel as if they are part 

of one big family. Instead of competing against each other, they offer advice and guidance to one 

another throughout the season. All three teams are also extremely dedicated. Many of them come 

to practice in the mornings before school starts and even stay on days that are not a scheduled 

practice time for their team. Their enthusiasm has contributed to their success. The skills that the 

teams have gained in science, technology, engineering, and math have made them better 

competitors and students. The students are excited about competing at the state level, and they 

are looking forward to the challenge. As their coach, I feel honored and blessed to be a part of 

their lives.”  

Taylor wants to send out an extra special thank you to the junior mentors that assist her each 

week: Sheldon Marshall, Logan Dean, Mackenzie Collins, Emily Jones, and Khloe Smith. These 

high school students and former FLL competitors come to practices and give guidance to the 

kids. They attend competitions as well, escort them to the competition sites, and support the 

teams as they compete.  

Best wishes to the Meadowview Magnet Middle School FLL teams as they prepare for the state 

competition. 

  

Photo 1:  The Aquabots 

Photo 2:  The Water Warriors 

Photo 3:  Hydration Nation 

 



 

 


